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STOREY COUNTY PLANNING 

 COMMISSION MEETING 
Thursday, March 3, 2016 6:00 p.m. 
Virginia City Highlands Fire Station 

2610 Cartwright Rd, Virginia City Highlands, Nevada 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
CHAIRMAN: Larry Prater    VICE-CHAIRMAN:  Jim Hindle 

 
COMMISSIONERS: 

Virgil Bucchianeri, John Herrington, Pamela Smith, Ron Engelbrecht, Kris Thompson 
 

 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 6:06 P.M. 

 

2. Roll Call: Jim Hindle, Larry Prater, Virgil Bucchianeri, John Herrington, Kris Thompson, Pamela Smith, and Ron 
Engelbrecht.  

 
Also Present: Planning Director Austin Osborne, Planner Jason VanHavel, Deputy D.A. Keith Loomis, County 
Commissioner Marshall McBride, County Commissioner Lance Gilman, and County Commissioner Jack McGuffey.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance:  The Chair led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 

4. Discussion/Possible Action: Approval of Agenda for March 3, 2016. 
 
Motion: Approve Agenda for March 3, 2016 Action: Approve, Moved by Vice Chairman Hindle, Seconded by 
Commissioner Bucchianeri, Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes=7).  
 
No public comment. 
 

5. Discussion/Possible Action: Approval of Minutes for December 17, 2015. Action: Approve with strike out of comment 
by Commissioner Prater regarding the existence of stone buildings, Moved by Commissioner Bucchianeri, Seconded by 
Vice Chairman Hindle, Vote: Motion carried by vote (summary: Yes=5). Abstain: Commissioner Smith and 
Commissioner Engelbrecht. 
 

6. Discussion Only/No Possible Action (Master Plan Amendments): Discussion and comments from the commission, 

staff, and public regarding existing and potential future land uses and development patterns in the county and its 

communities.  Discussion will include a review of draft Master Plan Chapter 4 Land Uses; Chapter 5 Population; Chapter 6 

Housing; Chapter 8 Transportation; and other chapters of the draft master plan.  Public participation is encouraged. 

Copies of the master plan draft may be obtained from the Planning Department website at 

http://www.storeycounty.org/521/Updates, at 775.847.1144, or from planning@storeycounty.org. 

mailto:planning@storeycounty.org
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Planning Director Osborne: Due to the lack of public attendance (one Highland resident in attendance, County 

Commissioner McGuffey), Planning Director Osborne did not go through each chapter listed in this agenda item. The 

planning commission has heard each chapter of the draft master plan at numerous meetings. He stated that he is almost 

finished with the Cultural Resources chapter, but still has a bit of work to do on it. Within this chapter you will see a 

prelude to what should come in the next few years. He’s been working with Bert from the Comstock Historic District 

Commission regarding this chapter. There is much from the Cultural Resources chapter from the 1994 master plan that 

will be migrated over and integrated into the new draft because they are still valid. 

Commissioner Thompson: Commented that he liked the modern readability and detail of the master plan, and asked if 

more review by other departments such as the DA’s office needed to be done before the plan is adopted. What is the 

timeline for approval? 

Planning Director Osborne: Explained the review that will be completed before final adaptation. The director stated 

that he and Planner VanHavel have been working on the draft and have different writing styles. They are working 

together and cross referencing each other’s work to make the writing styles more consistent. Farr West Engineering will 

be editing the document. There is still indexing that needs to be done, section numbers and sub sections, table of 

contents, and appendices. Ultimately the planning commission will make a recommendation to the board of 

commissioners. The public will be noticed prior to the planning commission meeting in which a recommendation will be 

made. The draft master plan documents have been available on the county website, and have been heard numerous times 

in each community.  

Planner VanHavel: The planning commission will make a recommendation at the meeting in May, and the county 

commission will make a decision at their first meeting in June. Draft chapters one through twelve are on the county 

website now. In regards to content, we are 99% complete. 

Planning Director Osborne: The District Attorney’s office, particularly, Bob Morris, the county’s contract attorney, has 

been reviewing the draft for the last four or five months, and will make any recommendations needed. Staff has tried to 

make this as easily readable as possible for the residents in the county. This is an understandable and useable document.  

Discussion between staff and commission members regarding the process of the master plan update. This has been a 

collaborative effort with input from residents of all communities.  

Chairman Prater: Expressed concern that when the notice is posted in the local paper stating that there will be a master 

plan amendment vote, it may be the first time the public has ever heard of it. Congratulated staff on the excellent job done 

on the master plan. 

Planning Director Osborne: This has been noticed in the local newspaper numerous times, and it has been discussed at 

the planning commission, board of commissioner’s meetings, homeowner’s association meetings, Virginia City Tourism 

Commission Meetings, and other public meetings. Master plans are living documents and can be amended if needed. 

Planning Commissioner Smith: The outreach has been done, and everyone has had an opportunity to state their 

opinion. 

Discussion between Chairman Prater and County Commissioner McGuffey regarding the V & T at the south end of the 

county.  The Gold Hill Depot may be rented out for receptions once the facility is useable. Restoration of Tunnel Six is still 

viable, but not officially approved at this point. 

Commissioner Hindle: Asked if there is anything the board can do to help with the process of approving the master plan 

amendment, such as reviewing documents. 

Planning Director Osborne and Planner VanHavel: Stated that while reviewing the document, if you find typos, errors, 

discrepancies, etc. please let staff know. All comments will be noted.  

7. Discussion/Possible Action: Determination of next planning commission meeting. 

Motion: Next planning commission meeting to be held on April 7, 2016 at the Mark Twain Community Center, Mark 
Twain, NV at 6:00 p.m. and May 5, 2016 at the Lockwood Community/Senior Center in Lockwood, NV at 6:00 p.m., 
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Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Smith, Seconded by Commissioner Herrington, Vote: Motion carried by 
unanimous vote (summary: Yes=7). 
 

8. Discussion/Possible Action: Approval of claims – None 
 

9. Correspondence (No Action) – None 
 

10. Public Comment (No Action) – Commissioner McGuffey asked if there are any updates on the cell tower in the 
Highlands, and are there any deadlines for the owner getting carriers on the tower. 

 
Planner VanHavel: There are no updates at this point, but will get updates. 
 
Planning Director Osborne: There is a two year deadline, after which the tower must be decommissioned. 
 

11. Staff (No Action):  Planning Director Osborne:   The Switch project at TRI is moving forward and is very exciting to 
watch progress. A substantial part of one building is up. 
 
USA Parkway - NDOT is now leasing the McCarran Center space for their team and Ames Construction who is the 
contractor completing the USA Parkway extension. Their team will be working together to potentially complete the 
extension by December 2017. 
 

          Planner VanHavel: Talked about the potential for the I-11 north south connector. Numerous counties will be involved in 
this process to determine where the route would go. Planner VanHavel mentioned to the Planning Commission that if the 
county is serious about wanting I-11 to run through the county, then staff should prepare a resolution of support for the 
county to approve.  Then staff will use that resolution to determine if other counties agree with the possible 
alignment.  The grouped counties should then be presented to NDOT as a preferred alignment for I-11 in northern 
Nevada. 

 
Discussion between commission members and staff regarding the possible connector routes for Interstate 11. 
 
Commissioner Engelbrecht: Asked County Commissioner Gilman how the labor dispute is progressing with Tesla. 
 
County Commissioner Gilman: Said that he had been there today and it was very quiet. The local unions will always be 
sensitive to what Tesla is doing. There was some necessary hiring done, but on average, 50% of the workers need to be 
local Nevadans. 
 
Commissioner Bucchianeri: Commented that once the workers are hired, they are spending their money locally. 
 
Discussion between commission members and staff about economic activity at TRI, and how it has spurred economic 
recovery and growth in northern Nevada.  Fourteen or fifteen Vanpools are operating and transporting employees at TRI 
and more are to come. There are also fifteen or so food trucks operating at TRI. 
 
Vice Chairman Hindle:  Asked what the next project will be after the master plan amendment is finished. 
 
Planning Director Osborne: We have an NRS compliance issue with utility corridors that needs to be addressed. We 
have ordinances that need updating once the master plan is completed. The solid waste management plan needs 
updating every five years to be NRS and NDEP compliant. Planner VanHavel is working on the sign ordinance update as 
well. 
 

12. Board Comments (No Action) –  
 

13. Adjournment (No Action) - The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
By _____________________ 

Lyndi Renaud 


